
 

Morse School News 

Morse School 
upgrades website! 

Starting in the Spring of last school year (’11 –
’12) a team of teachers and staff assembled to 
help update the entire Morse School Website.  
This team worked with Lisa Waters, 
Cambridge Public School District Web & 
Online Services Manager.   
 
The new and vibrant site went live around 
August 15th.  It now has banner stories that 
run on the home page, academics for each 
grade level, history of the Morse School and 
much, much more.  We hope families will find 
the information up-to-date as well as 
informative.  If you haven’t already, check it 
out! http://morse.cpsd.us/ 
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Back to School Night Open 
House  

 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 

 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

 
More Information to follow. 

Save the Date 
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Morning Drop Off Safety 
 
Just a few things about drop off safety.  In the 
mornings drop off safety is a big issue.  During 
rush hour  everyone in the city is trying to get 
somewhere else.  Please follow these simple 
rules to help your child get into and out of the 
building safely. 
 

o We ask that you not stop in the middle of 
the street and let your child out, as this 
causes traffic tie-ups. 

 
o Always have your child exit your vehicle 

safely on the sidewalk side of the car 
(Whether you are parked on the right or 
left side of Granite Street). 

 
 
o For everyone’s safety please cross 

Granite Street via the crossing guard at 
the intersection of Pearl & Granite 
Streets. 

 
o Please DO NOT park in the Handicapped 

Spots in front of the building.  We have 
students with special needs being 
dropped off and need these spots. 

 
o NO PARKING in marked bus zones: 
1) located near main entrance 
1) located near door # 9 

 

New Dismissal Procedure 
With all the movement of all the 
classrooms it is important for everyone to 
know how dismissal will take 
place.  Please take note of the new 
procedure:  
 
2:15 PM – All children that ride the small 
yellow school buses will start to proceed 
to their exit doors to board buses. 
 
2:20 PM – All children riding the big 
school buses will be escorted to the 
auditorium by classrooms assistants.  
Also, children going to Community 
School classes here at Morse are picked 
up from classrooms. 
 
2:25 PM - All parents may enter through 
the main office door or the door near the 
kindergarten classrooms and pick their 
child or children up directly from the 
classrooms. Children in Grade 4 exit out 
directly from their classroom doors.  
Children in Grade 5 exit out through door  
#36. 

BoxTops for Education 
 

If you purchase products that contain the coupon shown (right) 
please clip off the coupons, collect and send them into school by 
February 1st. Each classroom will have an envelope or drop box 

for all clipped Box-Tops. 
 

Please note we are looking for a new BoxTop Coordinator for 
this school year ’12 – ’13.  If you are interested, please contact 

Denise Sullivan, Family Liaison desullivan@cpsd.us or 
 617-349-6679. 
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Cambridge Public Schools Visitor’s 
Policy 
 Visitors, especially parent/guardians, are welcome 

in all Cambridge public school buildings during the 

school day. To safeguard students and staff 

however, reasonable precautions must be taken. 

When you visit the school, please: 

1. Report to the main office and sign in. 

2. If requested, provide identification to school 
personnel. 

3. If you are picking your child up early, you 
must stop in the Main Office to sign them out.  
Please do not simply take them out of the 
building. 

When visitors fail to comply with the school 

procedures, the school staff will inform the visitor 

that he or she is violating school policy and notify 

the Cambridge Police and School Department. 

Thank you for helping us keep our school  

environment safe. 

From Kathy Kelleher the Morse 
School Nurse…. 

 • Policies have been put in place to ensure the 
health and safety of children needing medicine 
during the school day. 
 

• Most medication must be kept locked in the 
nurses office with very few exceptions. 
 

• In the health office, we have a supply of the 
most commonly used over the counter 
medications such as Tylenol and Advil. There is 
no need to send these kinds of medication to 
school in the backpacks.  
 

• Other medications should be delivered to the 
school nurse in a pharmacy or manufacturer 
labeled container by a parent or a responsible 
adult delegated by you.  Please ask your 
pharmacist for separate bottles for school and 
home when prescriptions must be split. 

 
Consent forms: 

 For prescription medications:  
 The Nurse needs a signed doctor’s order AND a 

signed parent consent.  
  For over the counter medication: 
 Needs only signed parent consent 
 The exception to this rule is short-term 

antibiotics.  For these medications, we need 
only the parents signed consent and as always 
the medication must be in a prescription-labeled 
bottle. 

 Your prescriber may fax his/her order directly 
to the nurse at 617-349-6576 
 

Please feel free to call with any of your health questions 
or concerns at 617-349-4003, 617-349-6575 ext. 101 or 
if you’re in the building stop by health office. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Friends of Morse School Meeting Dates: 
October 17 
November 14 
December 12 
January 16 
February 13 
March 20 
April 24 
May 15 
June 12 
Free CHILDCARE!  All families are 
considered part of Friends of Morse.  
Please come to events sponsored by FoM.  
We always welcome all that want to help!  
To learn how, please visit 
http://www.friendsofmorse.org/ 



 

 

 

Meet Deci 

Decibel is a 4-year -old Havanese service dog born in North 

Carolina.  His breeder gave him to an assistance dog - training 

center when he was 8 weeks old. He finally ended up at National 

education for Assistance Dog Services (NEADS) in Princeton, 

MA.  He was brown and black as a puppy but his adult coat came 

in champagne colored as is proper with pure Havanese. Decibel 

has worked with Ms. Mackenzie, one of our teachers, since 

November 2010.  He goes everywhere with Ms. MacKenzie, 

including restaurants, movies, work, trips and so on, and believes 

that he is a true participant in all that happens.  

Deci is not a pet, he is a working dog, and patting is not 

permitted unless he is given a command to “say hi”, which allows 

him to greet and get patted.  You may give him a “silent little 

wave” as you pass him in the hall, so that he is not distracted 

from his appropriate duties. 

Introducing Morse School’s newest 
CitySprouts Garden Coordinator: 
 
Brad Pillen 
Garden Coordinator, CitySprouts 
bpillen@citysprouts.org 
 
He will be here at Morse: Tues. 8am-12pm &  
Weds. 12:30-4:30pm 
 
Brad replaces Gretchen.  Gretchen had to leave 
her position as the CitySprouts Garden 
Coordinator very suddenly during the summer to 
assist with a family emergency out of state.   
 
Recently Gretchen was spotted at the 
Cambridgeside Galleria and said, “ I will dearly 
miss the students, families and staff of the 
Morse.  Morse is a very special place and will 
always be near and dear to my heart.”  She is 
hoping to obtain a Masters in Education, 
specializing in Special Education, in the near 
future. 

Morse Garden News 


