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Back to School Night Open 
House: Grades 1 -5: 

Thursday, September 26, 2013 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  
 

JK/K Curriculum Night 
Tuesday, October 22, 2013 

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
More Information to follow. 

Save the Date 

In	  the	  Main	  Lobby,	  on	  one	  of	  the	  bulletin	  boards,	  
you	  will	  find	  a	  huge	  chart	  that	  looks	  like	  the	  one	  to	  
the	  right	  of	  this	  page.	  This	  chart,	  the	  “Morse	  Code”,	  
is	  what	  it	  takes	  to	  be	  a	  successful	  student	  at	  the	  
Morse	  School.	  	  
	  
Being	  respectful,	  responsible,	  kind,	  and	  an	  active	  
learner	  are	  the	  key	  traits.	  The	  “Morse	  Code”	  is	  
practiced	  in	  the	  classrooms,	  hallways,	  cafeteria,	  
playground,	  and	  before	  &	  after	  school.	  
	  
In	  addition	  to	  the	  “Morse	  Code”,	  the	  staff	  and	  
students	  have	  been	  working	  on	  social	  thinking.	  	  
Social	  thinking	  is	  what	  we	  do	  when	  we	  interact	  with	  
people;	  we	  think	  about	  them,	  and	  how	  we	  think	  
about	  people	  affects	  how	  we	  behave	  toward	  them,	  
which	  in	  turn	  affects	  how	  others	  respond	  to	  us,	  
which	  then	  affects	  our	  own	  emotions.	  	  	  	  	  
	  
To	  learn	  more	  about	  the	  Morse	  Code	  and	  methods	  
used	  in	  social	  thinking,	  parents/guardians	  of	  
students	  in	  grades	  1	  -‐5	  are	  invited	  to	  come	  to	  Back	  
to	  School	  Night	  Open	  House	  on	  September	  26th.	  	  
Kindergarten	  families	  will	  learn	  more	  at	  the	  JK/	  K	  
Curriculum	  Night	  October	  22nd.	  

“We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence therefore is not an act, but a habit.” - Aristotle 
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September’s Core Virtue: Respect & 
Responsibility 
Respect:  
Noun: a feeling of deep admiration for someone or 
something elicited by their abilities, qualities, or 
achievements. 
 
Verb: admire (someone or something) deeply, as a 
result of their abilities, qualities, or achievements. 
 
Responsibility: 
Noun: the state or fact of having a duty to deal with 
something or of having control over someone. 
 

Did you Know??? 

Google Group 
 
By joining the Morse Google Group, you will 
receive information about school events (such 
as meetings, performances, etc.), district 
happenings, as well as community events. 
 
If you would like to be added to the group 
please fill in the information below or email 
desullivan@cpsd.us with the information. 
Please put “Add to Google Group” as the 
subject. 

Morse School Handbook 
 
The Morse student handbook is distributed 
to all students Kindergarten through grade 
eight.  In grades K-2 it comes home as a 
packet.  In grades 3-5, it is located on the 
first several pages of the homework 
planners, which each student is given at the 
beginning of the year.  Please make sure you 
become familiar with the content. 
 

Family Information Station 
Located in the Main Lobby near the 
Auditorium doors is the Family Information 
Station.  On this organized Station you can 
find many helpful pieces of information.   
 
Featuring: copies of the CPSD school year 
calendar, the monthly Morse calendar & 
Newsletter, Title one monthly calendar, 
important notices, afterschool programs, out of 
school time activities and much more.  Please 
stop by and help yourself to any material that 
you need. 

Art Studio Information: 
 
1.  Students in JK-2 have Art once a week.  Students in 3-5 have Art twice a week.  Be sure 
you know which day(s) your child has Art so that appropriate clothing can be worn.  The Art 
Studio does not provide smocks, so if wish for your student to wear a smock, it must be kept 
in their cubby in the classroom and worn to Art. 
 
2.  The Art Studio has a blog!  Check out www.morsearts.wordpress.com for updates about 
the activities happening in the Art Studio. 

 
3.  Do you want to volunteer?  There are several opportunities for working in the Art Studio, especially in the 
lower grades.  Please email Aimee Kerr for more information: akerr@cpsd.us 

 
4. Donations!  The Art Studio gladly welcomes donations of: newspaper, shoe boxes, toilet paper tubes, paper 
grocery bags, along with almost any other crafty thing you can think of.   
 
Aimee Kerr 
Morse Art Teacher 
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Math Matters at Morse 
By Regina Byrnes, Math Coach 
 
Welcome back to a new year, and to the Math Matters at Morse corner.  As we did toward the end 
of last year, this will be a regular feature of the Morse School Newsletter to inform our school 
community of what is happening mathematically at Morse.  
For the past few years the CPSD Math Department has been engaged in a Curriculum Review 
Cycle focused on the JK through Grade 12 mathematics programming.  Last year the Curriculum 
Review Committee did a review of Kindergarten through grade 8 mathematics instructional 
materials.  At the end of the review, the Math Department decided to explore the math textbook 
series, Math in Focus, an Americanized version of Singapore Math, a program that has given rise to the 
prominence of Singapore in mathematics instruction. 
The Math in Focus program is being piloted in Kindergarten through 8th grade classrooms across the 
district.  Here at Morse, Mary Gallant and Megan Zink are piloting the program with their 4th grade 
students.  Mary and Megan held an informational parent breakfast to explain the program to parents, 
and to share some of the resources that are available online.  We are excited that Morse is participating 
in this pilot.  Mary and Megan will be meeting regularly with other piloting teachers to discuss the 
program.  In January a decision will be made as to whether to continue the pilot to gather more 
information, abandon the pilot or move forward to purchase the Math in Focus program for a broader 
implementation across the district for the 2014 – 2015 school year. 
We welcome any and all suggestions for future Math Matters at Morse articles.  Please forward 
comments and/or suggestions to Regina Byrnes, Morse School Math Instructional Coach 
(rbyrnes@cpsd.us or 617 349 6575 ext. 156). 
 

 Last June all students at the Morse School 
were given a stamped postcard that was 
addressed to Miss Pat.  Students were asked to 
use the postcard to draw and/or write about a 
book they read over the summer that they 
enjoyed.  Over the summer Miss Pat received 
52 student postcards!  Students wrote about 
informational books such as Egyptology, Time 
for Kids Almanac, and The Complete Book of 
Flower Fairies; they wrote about picture books 
such as Harry Potter, Charlotte’s Web, and 
Geronimo Stilton; and they wrote about picture 
books such as The Gingerbread Man, The Cat in 
the Hat, and Curious George.  These postcards 
are currently displayed on the bulletin board 
outside room C6.  Come take a peek! 
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Getting to know the Morse … 

Introducing:	  	  Lego	  –	  classroom	  A1’s	  Class	  

Name: Lego, also known as The Guinea Pig 
 
Birthday: I do not know my exact date of birth but I became a member of my current classroom as a 
teeny tiny baby 6 years ago. 
 
Education: I have learned the curriculum for grades K, 1 and 2. I think I will stop there. 
 
Family: have a huge family! So many kids have grown up with me in this classroom so I can say I have 
lots of cousins. My Mommies, Ms. Migdalia and Ms. Nadege spoil me. 
	  	  	  	  	  	   
Pets: Am I not enough of a glorious pet? 
 
Hobbies: Sleeping, eating, sleeping, drinking water, sleeping and eating the newspapers at the 
bottom of my cage. 
 
Best habit: Cleaning my claws daily. 
 
Worst habit: Eating newspapers. 
 
Most harrowing day: The fateful day Ms. Nadege gave me a bath in the spring of 2013 (Eek!) 
 
Most memorable day: The first time I ate watermelon this summer. I never knew it tasted that 
good! 
 
Currently reading: The Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss. I love carrots and I am thinking of growing 
some. 
 
Favorite book as a child: The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. This little caterpillar eats more 
than me!  
Favorite book as an adult: I am still a baby (per my Mommies) so I will tell you when I get older. 
 
Favorite music: B-I-N-G-O. This song is very inspiring to me and I am hoping that one day somebody 
will write a song about a teacher who had a Guinea pig named Lego. 
 
Favorite restaurant: My Mommies' Kitchen. I love what they serve because it is always fresh 
(carrots, hay, spinach, lettuce, celery) and they listen to me when I tell them I do not like something. 
 
Favorite teacher: Is that a trick question? I do not want to compromise my current living situation. 

To the left:  Lego 
rocking Morse 
Colors. 
To the right: Lego 
the model 
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Morning Drop Off Safety 
In	  the	  mornings	  drop	  off	  safety	  is	  a	  big	  issue.	  During	  
rush	  hour	  everyone	  in	  the	  city	  is	  trying	  to	  get	  
somewhere	  else.	  Please	  follow	  these	  simple	  rules	  to	  
help	  your	  child	  get	  in	  and	  out	  of	  the	  building	  safely.	  
We	  would	  like	  you	  to	  keep	  in	  mind	  the	  following:	  	  	  
	  

• If you can, please walk your child/children to school. 
	  

• If you choose to drive, try to park within a walking 
block to Granite St.  

	  
• We ask that you not stop in the middle of the street and 

let your child out, as this causes traffic tie-ups. 
	  

• Always have your child exit and enter your vehicle 
safely on the sidewalk side of the car (whether you are 
parked on the right or left side of Granite Street). 

	  
• For everyone’s safety, please cross Granite Street via 

the crossing guard at the intersection of Pearl and 
Granite Streets or the corner of Granite St. and 
Magazine St. 

	  
• Please DO NOT park in the handicapped spots in front 

of the building. We have students with special needs 
being dropped off and need these spots available. 
 

• Please make sure to go slow and be aware of the 
second crosswalk on Granite Street located at the 
corner of Rockingham St. and Granite St. 

	  
• VERY MPORTANT:  NO PARKING in marked bus 

zones: 
1)	  Located	  near	  main	  entrance	  
2)	  Located	  near	  door	  #9	  

 Dismissal Procedure 
 

Afternoon	  Pick	  up:	  
 
For	  the	  safety	  of	  all	  the	  Morse	  
School	  students,	  all	  doors	  
remain	  locked	  until	  the	  very	  
end	  of	  the	  day.	  	  We	  ask	  that	  all	  
adults	  picking	  up	  their	  
child/children	  wait	  outside	  the	  
building	  at	  the	  indicated	  
dismissal	  door	  or	  in	  the	  Main	  
Lobby	  until	  2:25	  PM.	  	  	  We	  have	  
children	  heading	  to	  board	  
school	  buses	  and	  to	  “in	  house”	  
afterschool	  programs,	  and	  it	  
becomes	  very	  chaotic	  in	  the	  
hallways	  if	  there	  are	  many	  extra	  
adults	  standing	  or	  walking	  in	  
the	  hallways. 

BoxTops for Education:  
If you purchase products that contain 

the coupon shown (left) please clip off the 
coupons, collect and send them into school by 
February 1st. Each classroom will have an 
envelope or drop box for all clipped BoxTops. The 
Morse School receives $.10 cents for each BoxTop 
for Education we submit.	  

 

Target Red Cards: 
Take	  Charge	  of	  Education	  is	  a	  
program	  offered	  through	  Target.	  	  
Since	  1997,	  Target	  has	  donated	  
millions	  of	  dollars	  to	  many	  K-‐12	  
schools.	  	  Did	  you	  know	  that	  if	  you	  do	  have	  a	  Target	  
Redcard	  and	  register	  online	  on	  the	  Target	  website,	  Target	  
will	  donate	  1%	  of	  your	  REDcard	  purchases	  at	  Target	  to	  
the	  Morse.	  It's	  that	  simple.	  	  Simply	  visit	  Target’s	  site	  click	  
on	  the	  REDcard	  Icon,	  click	  on	  “Rewards	  &	  Benefits”	  and	  
then	  “Take	  Charge	  for	  Education”	  then	  look	  for	  School	  
Lookup	  and	  find	  the	  Morse.	  	  Please	  note:	  we	  are	  only	  
asking	  those	  that	  already	  have	  a	  REDcard	  and	  want	  to	  
indicate	  the	  Morse	  to	  please	  do	  so.	  	  We	  are	  NOT	  
suggesting	  anyone	  open	  a	  Target	  REDcard! 
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Cambridge Public Schools Visitor’s 
Policy 
 “Safety First” for our schools  

Cambridge Public Schools has a Visitor’s Policy to 
ensure the safety of our students and staff. 
The visitor’s policy has many purposes. 

• To enhance the safety of students and staff 
while maintaining a welcoming environment  

• To easily identify visitors, volunteers and 
parents. 

• To assist administrators, school staff, Safety 
personnel and police in identifying 
trespassers. 

• To provide administration with the names of 
people in the school in the event of a school 
emergency. 

Procedure: Every visitor entering a Cambridge 
Public School during school hours is required to 
check in at the Safety Desk/ Main Office at the 
Main Entrance.  After signing in (print name), 
stating whom they wish to visit, the purpose of 
their visit, and showing proof of identity, a 
visitor’s pass will be issued.  
 
All visitors will be asked to wear the visitor’s 
pass while they are in the building and return 
the pass and sign out when they leave.  
Security/Office staff will verify appointments.  
Circumstances may warrant someone walking 
visitors to their destination. 

From Kathy Kelleher the Morse 
School Nurse…. 

 • Policies have been put in place to ensure the 
health and safety of children needing medicine 
during the school day. 
 

• Most medication must be kept locked in the 
nurses office with very few exceptions. 
 

• In the health office, we have a supply of the 
most commonly used over the counter 
medications such as Tylenol and Advil. There is 
no need to send these kinds of medication to 
school in the backpacks.  
 

• Other medications should be delivered to the 
school nurse in a pharmacy or manufacturer 
labeled container by a parent or a responsible 
adult delegated by you.  Please ask your 
pharmacist for separate bottles for school and 
home when prescriptions must be split. 

 
Consent forms: 

 For prescription medications:  
 The Nurse needs a signed doctor’s order AND a 

signed parent consent.  
  For over the counter medication: 
 Needs only signed parent consent 
 The exception to this rule is short-term 

antibiotics.  For these medications, we need 
only the parents signed consent and as always 
the medication must be in a prescription-labeled 
bottle. 

 Your prescriber may fax his/her order directly 
to the nurse at 617-349-6576 
 

Please feel free to call with any of your health questions 
or concerns at 617-349-4003, 617-349-6575 ext. 101 or 
if you’re in the building stop by health office. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Friends of Morse School Meeting Dates: 
The Friends of the Morse School is dedicated to 
supporting the educational experience of students, 
fostering community, and celebrating the diversity of the 
school. 

Purpose: The purpose of The Friends of the Morse 
School is to focus our energies on positive ways to 
strengthen the Morse community and support the 
activities at the school. We expect to accomplish this by: 
Supporting the teachers; Supplementing classroom 
activities; Planning community events; Complementing 
the School Improvement Council and its activities; 
Facilitating family communications; Fostering 
relationships with neighbors and businesses. 

You are invited to come to a meeting and find out more!  
Meeting dates, All on MONDAYS: Sept. 30, Oct. 21, 
Nov. 18, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 10, April 14, May 
12, June 2.  To learn more please visit:        
http://www.friendsofmorse.org/ 



 

 

Decibel is a 4-year -old Havanese service dog born in North 

Carolina.  His breeder gave him to an assistance dog - training 

center when he was 8 weeks old. He 

finally ended up at National education 

for Assistance Dog Services (NEADS) 

in Princeton, MA.  He was brown and 

black as a puppy but his adult coat came 

in champagne colored as is proper with 

pure Havanese. Decibel has worked 

with Ms. Mackenzie, one of our 

teachers, since November 2010.  He goes everywhere with Ms. 

MacKenzie, including restaurants, movies, work, trips and so 

on, and believes that he is a true participant in all that happens.  

Deci is not a pet, he is a working dog, and patting is not 

permitted unless he is given a command to “say hi”, which 

allows him to greet and get patted.  You may give him a “silent 

little wave” as you pass him in the hall, so that he is not 

distracted from his appropriate duties. 

By Brad Pillen 
Garden Coordinator, 
CitySprouts 
bpillen@citysprouts.org 
 
I am very excited to be back working with teachers 
and students in the Morse School garden during 
this coming school year.   
 
My hours at Morse during the fall are as follows: 
 
Mondays (12-4) 
Wednesdays (7:30-11:30) 
 
One change during this coming school year is that, 
Jane Mulcahy, a Massachusetts Food Corps 
Service Member, will be with me throughout the 
school year.  In addition to providing an extra hand 
to me, Jane will also continue to work during the 
winter months when Garden Coordinators are not 
in the schools. 

Morse Garden News Reminder from the Food Service 
Office 

 
 
1) Pay by Cash or Check 
Bring cash or check directly to the cashier at your child’s 
cafeteria or mail a check with your child’s name and ID 
number (If you need your child’s ID number contact your 
Family Liaison desullivan@cpsd.us or 617-349-6679). 
 
2) Pay Online 
Go to mylunchmoney.com and follow the easy steps to 
set up an account for your child. Have your child’s ID 
number, birth-date, and your credit card handy. The 
system will even remind you when your account balance 
is low. 
 
3) Apply for Free or Reduced Price Meals 
To participate in this federal program, simply complete a 
Free & Reduced Meals Program application each fall or 
as soon as you learn that you may qualify. Contact us to 
request an application or download it from the Food 
Services section of the CPS website.  Each new school year 
a NEW form needs to be filled out before October 1st. 
 
Prices:  $2.75 for lunch and $1 for breakfast at the 
Elementary Schools, $3.00 for lunch and $1.50 for 
breakfast at CRLS. Reduced price meals are 40¢ for 
lunch and 30¢ for breakfast. 

Family Contact Books 
 

Connect with other 
Morse Families: 
 
Each CPSD school will 

have its own Family Contact book, 
listing the names and contact 
information for ALL families that 
voluntarily choose to "Opt in" to 
participate.  A form was mailed over 
the summer, which can be mailed 
back to central office directly or 
returned here to the Morse and we 
will forward.   
 
Or you can simply click to complete 
online: 
https://secure2.cpsd.us/contact_book
s/ 
 
There are still copies of the 
contact book for school year 12 -
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Many Hands make light work…Seeking VOLUNTEER’S… 
 
Dear Morse School Parents, The CitySprouts Festival is happening in two weeks 
on Saturday September 28th from 11am to 2pm at the Baldwin School. Please sign 
up for a shift! We'd love your help working at the GAMES table. Morse School is 
partnered with Kennedy Longfellow and MLK Schools. The shifts are 11am to 
12:30pm and 12:30pm to 2pm: 
http://doodle.com/5ubw827ne3yawqhr 

 


