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June’s Core 
Virtue is 
Lives to Learn 
From 
 

 Learn from those who 
act well, think well, 
forge new paths, and 
seek a better world. 

Kindness Campaign Update:  Our Kindness Heart in the Main Lobby has filled in quite nicely!   See 
for yourself, It is pictured above.  This lobby board started with the center painted “Be Kind” heart.  As each act 
of kindness was recognized, students hung a small heart with their name on it.  As anyone can see, the board is a 
very impressive showing of all acts of Morse kindness since February.  Though the heart will come down at the 
end of this school year, we encourage all of our students to keep the kindness happening! 

       
Submitted By: Diana Fischer, Parent 
 
5th graders Tess Walsh, Franny Oppenheimer, and Ana Sokolovska helped 
fight global warming by volunteering for the Environmental Defense Fund at 
Science Day. They held a fundraising raffle, and posted lots of information 
on climate change, highlighting tragic effects on animals. Did you know 
polar bears depend on ice for hunting, and for building shelter dens? Warmer 
temperatures are melting that ice! 
 
Many thanks to staff raffle donors: 
Mr. Maloney will have pizza with a winner and three friends! 
Ms. Jeram will take a lucky ticket holder for a sundae! 
 
The 5th graders made $127 for the EDF. Thanks to all who helped out! 
For more information on the EDF: 
http://www.edf.org/about/our-mission-and-history 

 
    Please take note: 
   The First day of school      
grade 1 - 5, is Tuesday, 
September 3, 2013 
 
There is NO SCHOOL: 
Thursday, September 5, 
2013 
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Morse Drawing Lab Success! 
By Aimee Kerr, Morse Art Teacher 
 
The 3rd-5th graders celebrated their efforts in 
Drawing Lab this year with a family breakfast.  
Students had the opportunity to share a year's 
worth of drawings with parents, classmates, 
and teachers.  Super Still Life Improvement 
Awards were given out to 3-4 students from 
each class who demonstrated huge growth in 
skills and techniques.  The recipients were:  
Herven, Cate, Jonas, and Ariah; Julian, 
Preya, and Timmy; Mauricio, Sebastian, and 
Carrie; Ahmed B, Hiwot, and Justin; 
Selena, Martha, and Christopher; and 
Malek, Leah, and Sam. 
Great work everyone!! 
 
An example of a before and after still life 
drawing, by Mauricio. The first one was drawn 
in September, and the second one in May: 
 

 
 
And another example, by Carrie: 

 
 
 

 
 

Math Matters at Morse 
By Regina Byrnes, Morse Math Coach 

 
Beware of the “Summer Slide”.  No, not a 
playground slide, or a water slide, the Learning 
Slide.  Research shows that students who are not 

actively engaged in reading, writing and 
mathematics over the summer actually lose 
some of the progress that they have made 
over the school year.  Giving your child 
opportunities to maintain and improve 
his/her skills over the summer is critical to 

ongoing learning. 
 
The CPSD Math Department has created 
“Summer Math Calendars” that provide 
suggestions for various engaging math activities 
that you can do with your children over the 
summer.  Look for these coming home soon in 
your child’s backpack.  They are also available 
online at the CPSD Department website at 
http://www3.cpsd.us/Math/math_summer.   
Students who successfully complete the calendar 
activities will earn prize tickets for next year’s 
Morse School Math/Literacy Carnival.  This is a 
win/win situation. 
The important thing is to continue to engage your 
child with math.  Look for math all around you.  
Count the petals on a flower.  Talk about how 
long it takes to travel to visit friends and relatives.  
How far the distance traveled is – both in US 
Standard units and Metric units.   
 
Enjoy your summer.  Notice the length of the 
days; the temperature rising and falling; by how 
many degrees?  How many days of rain will we 
have?  How many days above 90?  If you have a 
garden, how many tomatoes, beans, strawberries, 
etc., did you get from how many plants?  How tall 
did the sunflowers grow?  How far can your 
children swim in the pool?  What are the odds of 
the Red Sox being in first place in September?  
You get the idea.  Have fun with math over the 
summer.  Keep on learning!!!!   
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By Ahmed A. 
Orienteering is like having a 

scavenger hunt.  You have to find the 
controls for your team.  Usually you have to work 
as a team to find the controls.  Some people think 
Orienteering is not a sport, but it is.  In fact it is so 
popular it is a sport in the Olympics.  Each control 
has a punch.  Each punch has a different pattern on 
it that gets punched on paper.  In Orienteering you 
use a very detailed map and compass. 

On May 22, 2013 the 5th graders at the 
Morse School got an experience to try Orienteering.  
We went to Fresh Pond at Alewife.  Orienteering for 
the first time felt a little challenging.  We had to get 
used to which way we are going to point the 
compass and how to Orient the map.  We used a 
saying called “Hold, Fold and O”.  We have to hold 
it so it can match with the features around us.  Then 
fold it to the direction we are going in.  Then 
ORIENTEER!!!! 

Learning about Orienteering this year with 
Mrs. Bishop was fun.  I will always remember 
Orienteering as a sport in my life.  The skills 
I learned doing Orienteering will help me a 
lot in daily life.  For example, like finding 
which way is North, south, East and West.  
Orienteering to me right now sounds a lot 
better then I thought it would be! 

 
 

 
By Kalinda & Amber 

 
On May 22, 2013 we went orienteering at 
Fresh Pond.  What is orienteering, you 
ask?  Orienteering is when you use a map 
to navigate through an area, trying to get 
all your controls.  It’s really FUN! 
 
When we went, there were four jobs and 
four people.  Each person got one of these 
jobs: Planner, Feature Reader, Direction 
Diviner and Caretaker.  Planners have to 
pick the group controls.  Feature Readers 
have to read maps and legends.  Direction 
Diviners have to use the compass to help 
the group find their controls.  Caretakers 

have to cheer on the group and make 
sure everyone is involved.  The jobs 
are really fun!   
 
When we were orienteering, we first 

did a street O.  We were orienteering from 
Morse to the T (MBTA).  We crossed the 
Alewife Bridge to get to Fresh Pond.  
During the street O, we had to answer five 
questions.  These were like “Henry ___ 
Carter”, or what color is the fire 
Hydrants?” or “wastebaskets, postal box, 
or bench”.  It was so FUN! 
 
Then we finally got to Fresh Pond.  When 
we got there we got an introduction and 
then we left to get our controls.  Every 
team had three controls plus six extra 
controls.  We had one hour and fifteen 
minutes to get them all.  The three normal 
controls had puzzle pieces in them.  When 
all the groups had their controls, we could 
put together the puzzle!  IT WAS 
AWESOME!!! 
 
 

By Kamil & Enrigue 
 
By looking at everyone’s faces, it looked like they 
were enjoying their time orienteering.  It looked to 
us (and maybe our group) that the other groups were 
really engaged in orienteering.  Orienteerer's were 
working together as a group to find their controls.  
We could see by the expressions on our classmates 
faces, that each group were happy, even if they were 
going to come in last place. 
 
Orienteering is a kind of an example of a Scavenger 
Hunt.  Here is what you need to know about the 
differences between a Scavenger Hunt and 
Orienteering.  When you’re orienteering you have a 
map and maybe a compass.  We use a technique 
called fold, hold and O.  If you want, before you go 
on your trip, you could plan out the legs of your 
route.  You have a better chance of not getting lost, 
if you are in a pair or group.  If you ever are in an 
orienteering race or match watch out for the 
decoys!!! 
 

Grade 5: 
Orienteering 
Experiences 
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Grade 5: Favorite Morse Memory and Favorite 
Learning Experience 

On Tuesday evening, June 4th, The Morse School Fifth Graders and their families gathered for an “End of 
the Year Potluck”.  It gave a chance for staff and families to gather to celebrate the 5th graders.  After dinner 
we had a little ceremony.  During the ceremony Miss Pat read each 5th grader’s favorite Morse memory and 
favorite learning experience here at the Morse School.  We wanted to share their thoughts with all of you. 
 

 My favorite school memory was the Variety Show this year and the thing I liked 
learning the most was long division. ~  Malek  

 
 My favorite memory is switching classes, I enjoyed going to the other rooms and to getting 

to know the other teachers, we started this in first grade.  One thing that I have learned is 
that you shouldn’t let friends put peer pressure on you to do something that you shouldn’t. 
~ Arien  

 
 My favorite memory is when we went to the beach in the 4th grade and the favorite thing 

that I have learned is orienteering in Social Studies. ~ Ahmed 
 

 My favorite memory was seeing the police car in kindergarten and the thing that I have 
liked learning the most is orienteering. ~ Nora 

 
 My favorite memory is that every Friday in 2nd grade Mr. Gutierrez had us sketch in our 

sketchpads. And my favorite topic that I have learned about is Plymouth Plantation. ~  
Sage 

 
 My favorite memories are going to the beach in 4th grade and camping in Mrs. Riley’s room 

in the second grade.  I liked learning to multiply fractions. ~  Selena 
 

 I like learning to play a musical instrument and my favorite memory is when we went to 
the beach in 4th grade. ~  Jana 

 
 My favorite memory is playing the white rabbit in Alice In Wonderland in 3rd grade.  

Studying Butterflies in the second grade was the favorite thing that I learned. ~  Anya 
 

 Being a mermaid in second grade during Peter Pan is my favorite memory and learning 
about the ”BIG 7” from Ms. Gallant is the thing that I loved learning. ~  Ariana 

 
 Learning the traditional algorithm for long division is the best thing that I have learned 

and my favorite memory will be the variety show. ~  Alijah 
 

 I loved finding out all of the names of all the rocks in 3rd grade, and my favorite memory 
will be going orienteering. ~ Caitlin 

 
 My favorite memory will be singing with all of my friends outside at recess and the favorite 

thing I have learned about is the Revolutionary War. ~ Juliana 
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 My favorite memory was going to MIT and making flashlights and quiz boards and 
meeting people from all around the world.  And the thing that I like learning the most is 
that sound, heat and light are all forms of energy. ~ Leah 

 
 I have really liked studying about simple machines and my favorite memory will be ballroom 

dancing and hanging out with my friends. ~ Stephanie 
 

 I liked learning multiplication algorithms; I’m going to bring that with me everywhere. 
And my favorite memory will be March Madness! ~ Enrique 

 
 The poetry Show in 4th grade will be my favorite memory and studying circuits in science in 

grade 4 is the favorite thing that I learned. ~  Stella 
 

 My favorite memory will be March Madness in Social Studies and I liked learning to 
multiply the right way . . . using the traditional algorithm ~  Hassan 

 
 My favorite memory was being a helper in Mr. K’s Kindergarten class and I have loved 

learning science with Ms. Jeram, she makes it really fun. ~ Shahd 
 

 Spending time at the beach on our 4th grade field trip was the best time of my life! And 
I’ve liked learning about math. My math has improved so much since 3rd grade. ~ 
Kiswah 

 
 My favorite memory was going to the beach last year and the favorite thing I’ve learned 

about is orienteering. ~ Christopher 
 

 Being the “MC “of the Variety Show has to be my favorite memory and I’ve really liked 
learning math! ~  Jasper 

 
 Learning all of the math terms, in all of the grades is the thing I liked learning the most… 

I’m getting better at using them!  And my favorite memory was our ice cream party in 4th 
grade and going to Plymouth Plantation in 3rd grade. ~  Zari 

 
 All of 4th grade is my favorite memory and learning multiplication from Mrs. Roderick is 

the favorite thing I learned. ~ Horace 
 

 I liked learning about animals and my favorite memory is that I just like being here at the 
Morse School. ~ Aidan 

 
 My favorite thing I have learned was Spanish with Senior Cozzi and my favorite memory 

is going to the beach in 4th grade. ~ Daija 
 

 In second grade, Mrs. Riley tried to trick us and told us that she didn’t have snack and that 
we would have to eat dirt! But it was a trick and it was really pudding and it was good to eat.  
I like learning in art class, I mostly like everything we do. ~ Kalinda 

 

Grade 5: Favorite Morse Memory and Favorite Learning Experience 
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 Being the Caterpillar in Alice in Wonderland in 3rd grade is my favorite memory and learning to 

read and write with Mr. K were the favorite things that I have learned. ~  Franny 
 

 Going to Plymouth Plantation is my favorite memory and I liked learning how to build a fire. ~ 
Muzn 

 
 Going to the beach in grade 4 and spending time with my class will be my favorite memories.  

Learning long division with Ms. Bishop is the favorite thing I’ve learned. ~ Evelyn 
 

 My favorite thing to study was the Biography of Mark Twain in the 4th grade and my favorite 
memory is the April fools day joke we played on Miss Pat and Kevin in 3rd grade (paper & balloons 
were placed above the door, when it opened it fell down on top of them). ~ Olivia 

 
 My favorite memory is being the narrator in the Poetry Show last year and the favorite thing I 

like was when we went to the Museum of Science. ~Alyssa 
 

 I liked going to Plymouth plantation in third grade and I liked learning how they tried to survive and 
how they made all their own things and how they lived way back then. ~ Amber 

 
 All of Ballroom Dancing, learning it and performing it, is my favorite memory and the favorite 

thing that I have learned is orienteering. ~ Martha 
 

 My favorite memory is the trick that Mrs. Riley played on us when she said that she didn’t have 
snack and that we could eat the dirt from the plant!  I really liked learning about the solar system 
last year in science. ~ Ana 

 
 March Madness will be my favorite memory and long division is the favorite thing I have 

learned. ~  Kamil 
 

 My favorite memory will be playing dodge ball at recess and the thing I liked learning the most is the 
computer. ~ Cobra 

 
 My favorite memories are volunteering to help in Ms. Connelly’s class and being in the variety 

show.  The thing I learned that I will always remember, is to follow your dream and don’t give 
up. ~ Ayesha 

 
 My favorite memory was going to the beach in 4th grade and Mrs. Riley’s beach party in grade 2. 

And my favorite thing to learn was about animals in Mr. K’s class and art. ~ Tess  
 

 My favorite memory is playing with my friends and helping my friends when they need it.  I liked 
learning how to do math problems. ~ Jakira 

 
 I liked learning orienteering this year and my favorite memory is going to MIT in 4th grade and to 

make flashlights.  ~ Mattingly  
 

 My favorite memory will be all of my teachers, each of them since kindergarten! And studying 
the universe and the solar systems is the favorite thing I learned. ~  Jaden 

 
 My favorite memory will be the instrumental music concert this year and the favorite thing that I 

have learned is how to play the cello. ~ Samuel 

Grade 5: Favorite Morse Memory and Favorite Learning Experience 
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a

Name: Elaine Delaney            
Birthday: July 10 
Education: Associates in Accounting, Aquinas Junior College 
  Bachelors in Liberal Arts, Cambridge College 

Maters in Education, Cambridge College 
  Phlebotomy license, Bunker Hill Community College 
  Certified Nursing Assistant, Bunker Hill Community College 
      
Family: A daughter, Brittany, a rising sophomore in college;  
A son named Kyle, a rising high school senior. 
 
Pets: A dachshund named Duncan, A Saint Bernard named Cody, A kitten named Kitty 
 
Hobbies:  I love to sew and to do crafts and I LOVE TO DANCE! 
 
Best habit: I LOVE to clean and organize! 
Worst habit:  At times, I over think things. 
 
Most memorable day: The day that I started at the Morse School (because I met my best 
friend). 
 
Favorite book as a child: “Where the Wild Things Are” by Maurice Sendak 
 
Favorite restaurant: The Chateau (any location) 
Favorite Music: Country and dance music from the 60’s 
 
Favorite teacher:  Miss Ugoletto – 4th grade teacher 
 
If you had one wish what would it be?  To go on a trip to Ireland 
 

Introducing Morse Staff Member:   
Elaine Delaney, School Office Coordinator 

Goodbye Morse… 
By Kiswah H.  
 
I am really sad that I’m leaving the Morse School.  I am going to miss all my favorite teachers.  My favorite 
teachers in the whole school are: Mrs. Connelly, Ms. Riley, Mr. Weir, Mr. Macomber, Mrs. Eid, Mrs. Roderick, 
Mrs. Zink, Ms. Bishop, Ms. Jeram, last but not certainly least Ms. Crowley.  I am going to miss this whole school 
especially my two favorite Principals, and my two favorite secretary’s Mrs. Delaney & Stacy. 
 
Some of my favorite memories of Morse include, going to the beach in 4th grade with Mrs. Zink and the whole 
class.  My favorite moment in this entire school year of memories would be getting awards in the awards assembly 
and having this last year at Morse spending time and making memories with my teachers.  One special shout out 
to Mrs. Delaney, “I am going to miss you”!  
 
My two favorite grades that I have loved are 4th and 5th grade, because these grades have had the best field trips 
and subject teaching ever!  I am going to miss and love my teachers forever! I will never ever forget when I first 
stepped into the Morse School.  I will leave all my love to my favorite teachers, including the secretaries and Mrs. 
Sullivan.  I am never ever forgetting this school!  

Grade 4 – Pictured with 
her favorite teacher 



 

 

Summer Food! 
Free activities & meals are provided to children 18 and under 

 
Locations:           
Danehy Park – Sherman Street (near sprinklers) 
Gold Star Mother’s Park – Gore Street 
Greene Rose Park – Harvard Street 
Hoyt Field – Gilmore Street 
Sennott Park – Broadway (behind Area IV) 
 
Provided by: Summer Food Service Program, City of Cambridge 
Department of Human Services.  For additional information please 
call 617-349-6247. 

Dates & Times: 
 

 

!

 

 
 
 
 
 

June, July, August 
Summer City 
School is almost out and that means more time to do the things your family loves!  

! Tons of delicious fruits are in season and ready to be the perfect cool-down snack 
for those hot summer days! Strawberries are so refreshing! They are the Fruit of 
the Month in school meals.  

! Massachusetts has tons of yummy fruits and vegetables that are ripe for picking in 
the summer.  Plan a family day trip to a local farm to pick your own strawberries, 
raspberries, blueberries and more!  See http://www.pickyourown.org/mass.htm 
for more info. 

! Don’t forget to drink plenty of fluids. Summer heat and humidity make 
dehydration a danger. When kids are out playing and having fun they may not be 
thinking about keeping hydrated.  

! The City of Cambridge offers opportunities for kids of all ages. Check out their 
Summer Resource Guide: 
http://www2.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2/publications.cfm  

! The warm weather makes it so much fun to be outdoors!  Cambridge has a ton of 
great playgrounds and places to walk and ride your bike around.  Info about parks 
including water features can be found at: 
http://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/parks.aspx 

 
Stay active, eat healthy, and have fun this summer! 
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CAMBRIDGE SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

2013 
 
General activity listings: 
 

 Department of Human Service Programs’ (DHSP) Summer Youth Guide 2013 
• Lists variety of summer programs including camps, park/playground activities, lessons, sports 

programs during the day and evening, and some paid opportunities 
• Summer Youth Guides are available in Spanish, Creole, and Portuguese 
• www.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2 
 

 Title I Summer Packet, Booklists and June 2013 Calendar  
●    http://www3.cpsd.us/department/Titleone/Title_one 
• Contact Debbie Bonilla, Family Liaison at the Title I Office 617-349-6492 or 6490 

dbonilla@cpsd.us 
 

 Center for Families activities 
• Center for Families offers drop-in groups, play-groups, programs in the park, Family Fun Day, 

June 29, and more events  
• www.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2/families.cfm 

 
 Summer activities for children with special needs 

• SPED PAC website:  http://cambridgepacse.org/uncategorized/summer-information/ 
 

 Cambridge Public Schools website listings 
• http://www3.cpsd.us/getinvolved/summer_opportunities 

 
 

Festivals and community events 
 

 River Festival – June 1 
• A one day free event along the banks of the Charles River featuring dance, music, storytelling, 

specialty food, arts and crafts 
 

 Area IV Community Pride Day, September 14, 11:00 AM – 4 PM 
• Columbia Park, between Columbia St. and Pine St.   
• Barbeque, live music and dancing, basketball tournament, live entertainment, pony rides, fun 

for everyone. 
 

Library events: 
 

 Dream Big…READ!  
• Summer Reading and other events including puppet shows, real animals, science programs, 

etc. at the Cambridge Public Libraries across the city 
• www.cambridgema.gov/cpl 
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Movies Outdoors: 
 

 Screen on the Green  
• Summer outdoor movies on Wednesdays in a different park each week, July10 – August 14 
• www.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2,	  click on DHSP Resource Guide at the bottom of the home 

page, scroll to the end of the Resource Guide for dates, places and movies 
 
 
Museums, Zoos and other attractions: 
 

 Free Fun Fridays throughout the state June 28-August 30 
• Every Friday 6 attractions are free to the public and include Tanglewood, the Children’s 

Museum, Franklin Park Zoo, Hancock Shaker Village, Museum of Fine Arts and others 
•  Offered by Highland Street Foundation  
• http://www.highlandstreet.org/special-programs/free-fun-fridays.html 

 
 Passes from the library for museums and zoos can be reserved up to a month ahead  

• www.cambridgema.gov/cpl 
 
Parks 
 

 Summer Food Service Programs (SFSP) plus Let’s Move activities 
• Located at 5 parks (Danehy, Gold Star Mother’s, Greene Rose, Hoyt Field, Sennott, June 

24 – August 9, 2012) 
• Open for drop-ins   
• For kids ages: 0-18  
• Call 617-349-6247 or www.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2  for more information 

 
 Water-play parks 

• 26 water-play parks in Cambridge   
• www2.cambridgema.gov/cdd/cp/parks/waterplaymap.pdf 
• For information about when fountains and pools are in operation, call 617-349-4800 

 
Performances 
 

 Cambridge Arts Council’s “Summer in the City”  
• Free programs including music, dance, storytelling, theater, puppets, arts and crafts day and 

night across the city.  Many events are interactive.   
• See http://www2.cambridgema.gov/CAC/Community/summer.cfm for details 

 
 
 
 
Compiled by Cambridge 0-8 Council 
For more information about summer activities contact Jayne Cantor 
Cambridge Community Partnerships for Children 617-868-2900 x324 or Jayne-ccpc@yahoo.com 
 


