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May’s Core Virtue is 
Wonder for the Beauty of Our 
World 
 

 Wonder is to stop	  and 
say:	  “Wow!”  

 Wonder is	  to delight in	  
beauty and	  mystery.	  	  

 Wonder is	  the first	  step 
on	  the path to	  

Kindness 
Campaign 
Update:  Our 
Kindness Heart is 
growing in the Main 
Lobby it now has 
close to 400 Acts of 
Kindness 

Recently Miss Pat requested from some staff some exterior shots of our school.  This led me on a walk 
around our school on a beautiful warm morning.  Above is one of the beautiful things that I saw and 
photographed.  This walk gave me time to connect to May’s Core Virtue. – Denise Sullivan 

Morse School Rocks With Talent! 
On Thursday, May 23rd the Annual Morse Talent Show took place.  What 
a FANTASTIC show it was!  Many of our 4th & 5th graders showed off 
how talented they are! The audience thoroughly loved the show.  The 
same show was performed at 9:00 AM with select grades as the audience 
and again at 7:00 PM with many families excitedly watching! Both shows 
ended with a surprise act where staff members came on stage and danced 
to two songs, including their own version of the Harlem Shuffle. This lead 
the audience into of squeals of delight, hoops & hollers, and the audience 
in a standing ovation!  The show was recorded and if all went well we 
maybe able to offer families a chance to get a copy.  Please watch for more 
information via back-pack express or the Morse Google Group. 
Congrats to all our talented students…. 
Stella J., Evelyn, Anya, Tess, Ana, Stella H., Amena, Lamiya, Mattingly, Stefan, 
Taivon, Jordan, Gerald, Jonathan, Carrie, Kayla, Sebastian, Terrence, Ari, 
Kalkidan, Jenna, Ishani, Nick, Nawal, Hiwot, Jaden, Chris, Jasper, Carrie, 
Justin, Ibrahim, Amber, Kalinda, Alijah, Malek, Zari, Daija, Martha, Muzn, 
Shahd, Ayesha, Selena, Rodela, Juliana, Arien, Alyssa, Greg, Jana, Cate, & 
Kiswah. 
Hats off to our wonderful and funny MC: 
Jasper 
And woo-hoo to our talented staff… 
Mrs. Zink, Miss Pennell, Ms. Mazure, Mrs. Kerr, Mrs. Roderick, Mrs. 
Crowley, Ms. Avdoin, Ms. Riley, Ms. Gutter, Mrs. Gallant & Mr. Maloney. 
 
A huge THANK YOU to our back stage crew: Ayoub, Noia, & Takeiyah for 
making the show run so smoothly!   
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What’s up in our CitySprouts Garden? 
Do you know the story of Peter Cottontail?  Well 
he has moved from  Mac Gregor’s garden to 
the Morse CitySprouts garden.  He or she has 
been spotted by staff and students leisurely 
hoping through this beautiful blooming space 
many times. One day in late April he was 
even spotted soaking up some sun and this 
picture was snapped! 
  

           
 
Remember on Wednesday afternoons from 
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM all families are invited to 
come by the Afterschool Garden Drop In.  
Starting Wednesday, April 23rd and every 
Wednesday after till the end of school in June.  
If you need or want to get in touch with Brad, 
please email him at bpillen@citysprouts.org 

4th Graders get to see a special Recorder 
Performance: 

Learning to play the recorder is a rite of 
passage for 4th graders in the City of Cambridge. 
Playing recorder brings unique opportunities for 
developing fine motor skills, ear training, note 
reading and learning to play an instrument – all for 
about $5 for a new instrument! But did you know 
that recorder is MORE than just a gateway to 
learning more complex band instruments? The 
recorder is an incredible instrument in it’s own right.  
It’s been around since medieval times, comes in 
more shapes and sizes than any other type of 
instrument and is really fun to play! (Just ask a 4th 
grader.) 

Adeline Sire, mother of 4th grade 
student, Felix Delaney, organized a visit to 
the 4th grade music class to show just how 
incredible the recorder can be! Along with 
local musicians, John Tyson, Miyuki 
Tsurutani and Carolyn Smith, Ms. Sire performed 
for the class and showed off a variety of different 
recorders. The students were amazed by the huge 
contrabass recorder, which stands about 6 feet tall 
and plays low, all the way down to a bass C. Mr. 
Tyson promised to come back to the Morse when he 
saves up enough to buy the subcontrabass recorder, 
although at 10 feet tall, I’m not sure it would fit in 
Mrs. Graeber’s classroom! The teeny recorder Ms. 
Tsurutani brought was smaller than a pinky finger 
yet could still play, “Hot Cross Buns!” The quartet 
played music from many time periods and ended 
with the Rock n’ Roll favorite, “Rockin’ Robin.” 
What a great visit! 

Save the dates & mark your 
calendars! 
 
6/5 6:30 PM – School Council (p.4 for more 
info) 
 
6/6 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM Parent/Guardian Math 
Workshop AT 808 Memorial Drive in Community 
Room 
 
6/12 – Friends of Morse Garden Party Picnic 
(p. 5 for more info) 
 
6/13 – 9:00 AM All School Spring Concert in 
Gymnasium 

 
6/13 – EARLY RELEASE DAY – 
DISMISSAL AT 12:25 PM 
 
6/14 – 9:30 AM - Grade 3 Performance 
of Alice in Wonderland 

 
6/21 – LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 
Please see page 7 for a couple of other important save the 
dates.  ALSO, make sure you look at the JUNE monthly 
calendar for important information about class field 
trips, etc. 
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Morse Winners of the Cambridge Public 
Library/Cambridge Tree Project Poetry Contest 

The awards ceremony and reading were held Wednesday, May 22 at 6:00 PM in the Lecture 
Hall at the Main Library.  Students in K-3 had the option of choosing to have an adult reader 
with them.  While older students could have a co-reader with them.  Here are those selected 
from the Morse School: 
 

Celia W. - Second Place (tie), Kindergarten for “Little Green Frog” 
Emma C. P. - First Place (tie), Kindergarten for “The Marathon Poem” 

William Y. - Second Place (tie), First Grade for “Liking and Hating Sports Teams” 
Lindsey L. - Third Place (tie), First Grade for “The Five Senses of Fire” 

Ayatt E. - Honorable Mention, Second Grade for “The Sun” 
Imran H. - Second Place (tie), Third Grade for “Jupiter” 

Halina S. - Second Place (tie), Third Grade for “Reading” 
Olivia S. -  Honorable Mention, Fifth Grade for “Inspiration” 

 
 
You have made the Morse School very proud! 

4th Grade Poetry Show Review  
Written By Stella J.   
Reviewed and edited by Carrie R. 
 
 
Have you ever read a poem?  I certainly have, the whole fourth grade actually just performed in a 
poetry show!  There were all sorts of poems like Honeybees, Jack & Jill, Jewels and The Black Hole.  I 
have been to a lot of poetry shows and this year’s show had some of the funniest poems! 
 
I recited two poems; one of them was called Jewels.  I performed it with Amena and we wrote it 
together!  I also performed a poem called Alley Cat with One Life Left by Jack Prelutsky with Noia.  
Both poems were really FUN to recite! 
 
The scariest part of the Poetry Show was sitting back stage on the day of the show.  All the 
Fourth Graders were all super nervous and hoping we were not going to mess up.  In the end, 
nobody did (At least I didn’t notice) and we all did GREAT! 
 
The best part f the show was being able to do this show with all my friends, listening to them 
recite their poems made me feel more confident about getting up on stage and performing my 
poems.  The poems we all picked were amazing and hilarious and it was even kind of a fun 
feeling being so nervous backstage.  For al you third graders, all I have to say is…GOOD LUCK1 
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If you have an interest or 
something to share, please 
plan on attending the 
meeting.  Agenda to be 
determined and will be 
posted to the Morse Google 
Group prior to June 3rd. 

 
All parent/guardians always 
welcome! 

Next School Council Meeting:  
Wednesday, June 5, 2013  
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM in the school library 
 

On Agenda:  School Improvement Plan 

 
Grade 5 visits Putnam Avenue Upper School 

On Thursday, May 2nd our Fifth Graders visited the Putnam Avenue Upper School.  The assignment 
when they returned was to write a letter to their family telling them about their visit.  
 
Today 5/2/13, the fifth grade went to the Putnam Avenue Upper School or PAUS, and 
learned a little about what we are going to be doing next year in middle school.  First, 
everyone went into the auditorium, where we were shown a PowerPoint about what our 
schedule will be in the sixth grade.  The teachers (and current students) talked about the 
PAUS core virtues, too.  There are five: Passion, Pride, Perseverance, Ownership and Balance.  
The message: You should be passionate about many things.  You should take pride in your 
work and other things.  You should always persevere.  You should take ownership of things.  
Lastly, you should balance your work and play. 
 
After the group assembly, everyone split into groups to go eat lunch.   The four groups  (I 
was in 5-4) and my group went to the science classroom first; to eat lunch, then have a 15-
minute class.  The science teacher was Ms. Tulles.  I learned that next year we are going to 
be learning about astronomy, geology and biology. 
 
Next, my group went to the social studies room.  The teacher there was Ms. Worsham.  I 
learned that we are going to be studying where everything is first.  Then, everyone got up 
from their seats, and we walked around and looked at maps that aren’t flat, but had 
mountains and valleys. 
 
After Social Studies, my group went to Math.  We did some decimal addition and 
subtraction.  To tell the computer/projector our answer we pressed a button on a remote-like 
thing.  At the end of the class, everyone got an Indian fruit-candy.  There were two teachers 
in the Math room, Mr. Newman and Ms. Moore.  Finally, my group went into ELA 
(English Language Arts).  The teacher there was Ms. Yesselman.  We read a book titled The 
Paper Bag Princess, and then talked about whom the characters were, and what they were 
like. 
 
After the four classes, everyone gathered back in the auditorium, and then everyone returned 
to our present schools.  There is one thing the teachers said that has stuck with me all day: 
“Ownership of work and actions.”  Everyone is responsible for what they do in 6th grade. 

 
By Olivia Shirley 
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Boxtops for Education  
Continue to clip BoxTops  
for Education.   
Boxtops can be found on most  
General Mill’s products.  So if you 
 already purchase these products  
look for the BoxTop for Education  
and clip and save for the Morse! 

Friends of Morse School 
Meeting Dates: 

 
June 12 - Next Meeting 

 
Free CHILDCARE!  All families are 
considered part of Friends of Morse.  Please 
come to events sponsored by FoM.  We 
always welcome all that want to help!  To 
learn how: 
http://www.friendsofmorse.org/ 
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Name: Mrs. Zink 
 
Birthday: June 30th  
 
Education:  
Westfield State College, BA - Elementary Education, Minor - Theatre Arts. Framingham State 
College, MEd - Reading Specialist.  
 
 Family: My awesome husband Mark, Donna and Bob (my mom and dad), my two younger sisters 
Kristin & Jessica and soon to be brother-in-law, John! 
 
Pets: My mom is allergic to EVERYTHING so we never had pets growing up. My downstairs 
neighbors have the cutest little Boston terrier who I give treats to daily. I consider him my dog, too!  
 
 Hobbies: Reading, running along the Charles River with friends, soaking up sun on the beach, playing 
music, and anything involving BBQ!   
 
Best habit: I love my family and friends so much and will do anything for them. 
 
Worst habit: Biting my nails. Gross, I know.  
 
 Most terrifying day: The first day of school my first year teaching. I was a nervous wreck! It turned 
out to be amazing and now I love the first day of school! 
 
Most memorable day: My wedding day! It went by WAY too fast, but was the best day of my life.  
 
 Currently reading: The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
 
 Favorite book as a child: The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 
Favorite book as an adult: The Hunger Games series that Miss Pennell got me hooked on. 
 
Favorite music: I really love all genres of music. I’m a musical theater girl at heart though and love my 
show tunes!  
 
Favorite restaurant: Cambridge 1. Best. Pizza. Ever. 
 
Favorite teacher: My fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Monahan. She read aloud to our class every day and 
taught us that you’re never too old to be read to. I still love it when people read to me.  
 
If you had one wish, what would it be? To live in a house on the beach!  
 
 

Introducing Morse Staff Member… 
Megan Zink, Grade 4 Teacher 



 

 

 
Just a few things about drop off safety.  In the mornings, drop off safety is a big issue.  During rush hour everyone in 
the city is trying to get somewhere else.  Please follow these simple rules to help your child get in and out of the 
building safely. 

o For everyone’s safety, please cross Granite Street via the crossing guard at the intersection of Pearl & 
Granite Streets. It is very unsafe to cross from between parked cars!  
 

o As many of you know there is “solar glare” at this time of year in the mornings, so please make sure you 
drive slowly and cautiously in case it seems that someone  “jumps” out in front of you, you will have time to 
stop before a terrible accident happens. 
 

o DO NOT Park in the Handicapped spots in front of the building.  We have students with special needs being 
dropped off and these spots are needed. 

 
o Do not stop in the middle of the street and let your child out.  This causes traffic tie-ups. 
 
o Always have your child exit and enter your vehicle safely on the sidewalk side of the car (Whether 

you are parked on the right or left side of Granite Street) 
 

o NO PARKING in marked bus zones: 
      1) Located near main entrance 
      2) Located near door # 9 

Morning Drop Off/Afternoon Pick Up 
Safety… 
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Math Matters at Morse  
By Regina Byrnes 

Have you heard your children talking 
about going to “Symphony”?  
Symphony Math is an online math 
software program that Morse School has 
piloted this year.  Next year the program 
will be implemented in all elementary 
schools across Cambridge.  Many 
students come to the computer lab 
before and after school to use the 
program that supports their math 
understanding. 
 
The program is available to ALL Morse 
students online.  If you have access to 
the Internet at home, and would like 
your student to take advantage of this 
program, go the Symphony Learning 
website: www.symphonylearning.com. 
Click on the Download link on the right 
side of the screen.  Download either the 
Windows or Mac OS X version, and 
then follow the directions to download 
and install the current version of 
Symphony Math. 
 
When you run Symphony Math for the 
first time, you will be asked if you are 
using the program at school or at home.  
Click “home, and then type the 
following information: 

School Account #: 4580 
(Student) Username:   Your 
child’s 7 digit student ID number 
(Student) Password:     abc123 

 
If you or your child does not know 
his/her ID number, please email either 
your child’s teacher, or Regina Byrnes, 
Morse Instructional Math Coach 
(rbyrnes@cpsd.us).  If you have any 
questions about Symphony Math, 
contact Regina. 
 
Reminder:  Next Parent Workshop: 
Summer Math!, June 6, 2013, 6:00 – 
7:30, 808 Memorial Drive, Cambridge.  
Look for an invitation soon! 

Cambridge River Festival – June 1, 2013 
Join us for this one-day celebration of the arts, 
attracting 200,000 annually.  
 
This FREE event along the banks of the Charles 
River features jazz, folk, Latin and world music 
performances, dance, art demos, family art-
making activities and over 100 specialty food 
purveyors and craftspeople! 
 
The Cambridge River Festival celebrates the arts 
with a free outdoor event, attracting an 
enthusiastic audience of 200,000 to the banks of 
the Charles River. With 30 years under its belt, 
the River Festival has become a venerated 
Cambridge institution and a highly anticipated 
annual event.  
 
Beginning with a procession from Harvard 
Square to the Charles River, the Festival’s 
enormous variety of visual and performing art 
and food reflects the city's diverse 
neighborhoods and cultural heritage.  
 
Visitors experience a wide array of Cambridge-
based visual and performing arts that extend 
along a mile-long stretch of Memorial Drive 
between JFK Street and Western Avenue. The 
Cambridge River Festival collaborates with 
many local organizations and programs to 
showcase multiple stages of live national and 
local jazz, folk, world music, dance, poetry and 
theater performances.  
 
Visitors also enjoy family entertainment, hands-
on art-making activities and demonstrations, 
crafts, and a grand assortment of specialty foods 
and traditional festival fare. 
 
Cost: FREE 
 
Location: Along a mile-long stretch of Memorial 
Drive between JFK St. and Western Ave. Between 
Harvard Square & Central Square on Memorial 
Drive. 
Nearest MBTA station: Harvard Square on the Red 
Line.  Wheelchair accessible 
 
Time:  12:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

 
For more information, please visit: 
http://www2.cambridgema.gov/CAC/Commu
nity/CRF_Schedule_Events_2011.cfm?minor 
 


